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Background 
 
Capital punishment is unjust, biased, and defective, and the United States stands 
alone among its peers in executing its own citizens. This barbaric punishment 
denies the dignity and humanity of all people, but it is disproportionately applied 
to people who are Black, Latinx, and poor. For example, Black people make up less 
than 13 percent of the nation’s population while accounting for more than 42 
percent of those on death row.1  A nationwide study found that at least 1 in 25 
people sentenced to death are innocent.2 Research also reveals that capital 
punishment does not deter crime.3 Despite overwhelming evidence against the 
death penalty, it remains a federal punishment. 
 
Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2023  
 
The bicameral Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2023 would end the use of 
state-sanctioned murder by ssthe U.S. Department of Justice. Specifically, this bill 
would: 
 

• Prohibit the imposition of the death penalty as punishment for any violation 
of federal law; and 

• Require the re-sentencing of those previously sentenced to death row.  
 

Congress must urgently pass this legislation and bring an end to this barbaric 
practice. 
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